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Abstract: Linguistics is the scientific study of languages, based on some rational or 

systematic study. It is not only the study of a particular language but language as a whole. It 

is not essential for a linguist to know or analyse all the languages of the world. So we see that 

linguistics is not language specific. The linguistics discusses all the different parts of 

language and how they work. Linguistics is the study of all the mechanisms in language. It is 

based on two theories: Behaviouristic theory and Cognitive theory. The human behaviour, 

faculties and capabilities are scientifically analysed in linguistics. It is a study in which 

language works. The role of linguistics in language teaching is not to tell the teacher, how to 

teach the language. The teacher of language is as much a specialist in his field as the linguist 

is, with different preoccupations. The linguist deals with the structure of language and its 

description with the nature of cognitive process, while the language teacher deals with the 

practical task of creating the conditions in which performance ability in a language may be 

learnt. Thus, the teacher does not teach linguistics, but he teaches something which is the 

object of the study of linguistics, and is described by linguistic method. Linguists want to 

figure out how language works and never in the business of making value judgements about 

people’s language. Language is a cultural phenomenon and we all have deep- seated, cultural 

ideas about what it is and how we ought to use it. Sociolinguistics is applied for the survey on 

policy level. It tries to find out the language needs of a region and justify them while making 

the policy. Sociolinguistics probes about the attitudes of certain region towards languages. 

Sociolinguistics and linguistics together compare the variety of language in the region 

evaluating the specific purposes of teaching language. Psycholinguist helps on the planning 

level, studies the process of language learning with the linguistics, the complexities, and 
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contrasts of two languages and explains how a language is learnt and what types of problems 

arise while learning L2. The relevance of linguistics to language teaching should be 

considered in two-ways: its relevance to the classroom teacher and to those who prepare the 

teaching materials. The linguistic theory increases the understanding of language by enabling 

statements that are accurate, consistent and powerful. The descriptions of language relate 

both the internal formal patterns of language and its contextual patterns. The dual relationship 

between linguistics and language teaching is important for language pedagogy. The 

continuing developments in linguistic theory and in language teaching theory as well as the 

constant changes in the language itself demand the permanent study of language and the 

relations between linguistic theory and language teaching or language pedagogy.  

Key words: Linguistics, Language Teaching, Psycholinguist, Role of teacher, 

Sociolinguistics.                                                                                                                           

                       

Introduction 

Linguistics is a subject of special interest to the language teachers. Needless to say the 

application of linguistic rules in the teaching of language is quite crucial. Linguists can 

address to the practical problems of language teaching and can provide the teacher with 

appropriate solution to make the teaching a worthwhile experience. In this paper I have tried 

to show the role of linguistics in language teaching by relating various parts of linguistics 

with the different aspects of language teaching. To achieve this goal the entire paper is 

divided into mainly two sections. The first section of this paper is concerned with linguistics 

and different levels of linguistic branches and different level of analysis and the rest of the 

paper is concerned with language teaching and the relationship of linguistics with language 

teaching. First, let us take a look at linguistics. The general meaning of linguistics is that it is 

the scientific study of languages. It is called a scientific study based on some rational or 

systematic study. It is not only the study of a particular language but language as a whole.It is 

not essential for a linguist to know or analyse all the languages of the world. So we see that 

linguistics is not language specific. To know how to drive a car and to know all the 
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mechanisms of a car and their functions are two totally different things. Just like the 

linguistics discusses all the different parts of language and how they work. Therefore, 

linguistics is the study of all the mechanisms in language. According to Robins (1985) 

“Linguistics is concerned with human language as a universal or recognizable part of human 

behaviour and of human faculties. Perhaps one of the most essential to human life as we 

know it and one of the most far reading human capabilities in relation to the whole span of 

mankind’s achievement.” The above definition is considered a complete definition of 

language, linguistics is the scientific study of language and language learning is based on two 

theories. They are: Behaviouristic Theory and Cognitive Theory. Robin’s definition of 

language covers the Behaviouristic Theory. Behaviour is the mechanical habit formation 

process. We have to remember the human behaviour about language is that, if there is a 

stimulus there is an excitement. The excitement is the internal excitement of the organs. So if 

there is stimulus there is a response and if the response is proper there will be reinforcement. 

And this human behaviour, faculties and capabilities will be scientifically analysed in 

linguistics. A single phoneme can develop into a discourse and linguistics analyse the entire 

process. The entire process of developing a single sound or phoneme into a discourse is 

depicted below. Linguistics is a study of the way in which language works. The role of 

linguistics in language teaching is not to tell the teacher, how to teach the language? The 

teacher of language is as much a specialist in his field as the linguist in his field. They both 

have different preoccupations. The linguist deals with the structure of language and its 

description with the nature of cognitive process, while the language teacher deals with the 

practical task of creating the conditions in which a performance ability in a language may be 

learnt. Thus the teacher does not teach linguistics, but he teaches something which is the 

object of the study of linguistics, and is described by linguistic method. 

Teacher’s Knowledge 

Students studying linguistics and other language for the first time often have 

misconceptions about what they are about and what they can offer them. They may think that 

linguists are authorities on what is correct and what is incorrect in a given language. 
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However, linguistics is a science of language; it treats language and the ways people use it as 

phenomena to be studied. Linguists want to figure out how language works. They are no 

more in the business of making value judgements about people’s language. Language is a 

cultural phenomenon and we all have deep- seated, cultural ideas about what it is and how we 

ought to use it, so knowing where to begin in studying it scientifically is not a trivial matter at 

all. Before we dive into the study of language, we will need to examine some of the biases 

that we all have concerning language and to set some ground rules for how we are going to 

proceed. Because there is more than one way to begin, it will also be useful to establish a 

basic stance to guide us. Finally, because human language is an enormously complex subject. 

In any teaching the teacher should have the knowledge of his subject but in the case of a 

language teachers knowledge is an ambiguous term .According to Chomsky the language 

teacher must possess an internalised grammar of the language. As language teaching a 

practical task its teacher must possess. Linguist S. Pit. Cordersays, “Any native speaker of a 

language can teach it as wellas a qualified language teacher.” Here lies the relevance of 

language teaching in linguistics. There should be a theory which is entirely dependent on the 

linguists, teachers and educators. Chomsky insists that it is the language teacher who must 

validate or refute any specific proposals for the application of linguistics .For this purpose 

also the teacher must have a knowledge of linguistics. 

Planning Level 

Most linguistics texts draw their examples from an unconstrained set of languages. 

This has the disadvantage that students are left with little sense of how the different aspects of 

each language fit together. It also invites the kind of errors that may crop up when linguists 

rely on examples from a wide variety of other linguists. Linguists examples from languages 

other than English usually include a representation of the words and the meanings of the 

words .The meaning usually appears in the  form of a gloss, that is, a word  or brief phrase in 

English designed  to give a general sense of what the expression means. Undeniably 

communities of people do tend to differ .To take an obvious example, food preparation is 

more important in some cultures than others; some cultures are famous the world over .For 
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language, the differences are again obvious to anyone. It’s not just that languages sound 

different. Some languages make distinctions—in sounds, in words, in grammar – that others 

don’t; in fact most of this book is about just this topic. And people learning a second 

language often have trouble making the distinctions that aren’t part of their first language. 

What we naturally notice, as speakers of a particular language, is what is ‘missing’ in other 

languages and what kind of mistakes second-language learners make in trying to speak 

English language. This may lead us, consciously or unconsciously, to think there is 

something deficient about the other language or even about the speakers of the other 

language. It is very difficult for us to see it from the other perspective, to see that we also fail 

to make distinctions that matter in the other language and have trouble making them when we 

try to learn that language. 

Sociolinguistics is applied for the survey on policy level. It tries to find out the 

language needs of a region and justify them while making the policy. Sociolinguistics also 

probes about the attitudes of certain region towards languages.Sociolinguistics and linguistics 

together compare the variety of language in the region. It also evaluates the specific purposes 

of teaching language. It compares and studies different registers. 

Psycholinguist also helps on the planning level. It studies the process of language 

learning. It studies the process of language learning. It also studies along with the linguistics, 

the complexities and contrasts of two languages. It explains as how a language is learnt, what 

problems arise while learningL2.It describes the process of language learning. With all the 

study, finally curriculum is prepared.Principles of selection and gradation are also has the 

base of sociolinguistics, psycholinguistics and linguistics and pedagogic principles of these. 

From theory conclusions are drawn which help in preparing syllabus, teaching material, 

training manuals, which in turn help the teacher to teach to present language data in such a 

manner that learners learning is facilitated. 

The role of the Teacher, Textbook and Mediator 

Language teaching is not a face-to-face interaction between a single teacher and the 

learners. Teaching requires text, which are mostly supplied from the outside the 
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classroom. The teacher may supply some of these but in most cases it is the mediator 

between the data or so called textbooks and the learners. Therefore, the relevance of 

linguistics to language teaching should be considered in two-ways its relevance to the 

classroom teacher and to those who prepare the teaching materials. 

According to Chomsky, Linguistics helps language teaching in these four stages: 

i.To creative aspect of  language use, 

ii.The abstractness of linguistics representation, 

iii.The universality of underlying linguistic structure, and, 

iv.The role of intrinsic organization in cognitive process. 

The linguistic theory increases our understanding of language of language by enabling 

us to make statements that are accurate, consistent and powerful. The descriptions of 

language relate both the internal formal patterns of language and its contextual patterns. All 

statements about language are statements of meaning, and the task of linguist is to work out 

from observations of language in action, theories of how language works which will enable 

him to make such statements. 

Linguistics today inherits the great works of the ancient linguists of Greece, Rome 

and above all of India. Of course, the modern theories are more powerful. We are profited by 

the general advances in scientific theory and method also by the synthesis of divergent view 

on language through the ages. 

Thus,an initial picture of the normal language teaching situation is that, it is an 

interaction between the classroom teacher, the author of the teaching materials and the 

learner. The principal value of linguistics lies in its application to the preparation of teaching 

material, the making of pedagogic grammar.Cordarsays that no teacher can use these 

materials adequately without some knowledge of linguistics, a language for taking about 

language (Meta-language). 

Conclusion 

The dual relationship between linguistics and language teaching is important for 

language pedagogy. The continuing developments in linguistic theory and in language 
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teaching theory as well as the constant changes in the language itself demand the permanent 

study of language and the relations between linguistic theory and language teaching or 

language pedagogy.  
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